TITLE---In and Around Downtown/Elections
 “Neighborhood Speak”-------by Steve Patterson—Federation of SR Neighborhoods.
On the corner of 2nd and B Sts, a proposal was submitted and reviewed by the Design Review Board (DRB) for a 4 story commercial / retail building to replace the storefront church (formerly Gonzales Hacienda) that is operating there currently.  It would also involve tearing down a historic set of Victorians on 2nd St, as well.   Fortunately, the DRB found no redeeming elements that fit the context of that historic block with the extreme modern design that was proposed.  The developer, Parker/Monahan, knew that would be an issue but are apparently tone deaf and just plowed ahead without much sensitivity to the surrounding designs of these historic buildings located and functioning on B St—between 2nd and 3rd streets.  The rejection  was unanimous by the DRB.
Wedged in between Falkirk and the Boyd Gatehouse (historic landmark buildings) and  on the Elks Club property to the rear, is a  proposal to build 67 rental units in  a 5 story building.  The DRB shot this one  down also due to appearance, height, parking, loss of an historic carriage house and proximity to historical buildings without proper acknowledgement architecturally as called for by the SR General Plan.  These units were also shot down by the Elk membership due loss of Elk parking and scale / scope of the project.
The downtown situation continues to deteriorate.  More businesses continue to pull out and any replacements are poor step-sister substitutes.  Losses in the retail sector include—the Donna Saeger Art Gallery, 31 Flavors—Ice Cream Shop, Marrianne’s, the vacant Rafael Florist location.  Many restaurants are hanging on by financial threads.  The trajectory is unfortunately downward.
The local elections are almost upon us.  Signs……….do they matter?  Many say yes!  What do they indicate about a campaign?
Looking South of Puerto Duello Hill (only) in San Rafael:
·       Gary Phillips (Mayor)—has signs mainly on commercial bldgs consistent with his Chamber support and alignment, but few in the neighborhoods.  Big signs in many places indicate a well funded campaign
·       Greg Brockbank (Mayor)—has tons of neighborhood signs, but almost no commercial signs, to date.  Seems to align with his tremendously strong neighborhood presence and support, but not much in the local business community
·       Damon Connolly—loads of signs on all types of properties, but give the edge to neighborhoods.  Seems like a slam dunk on reelection.  Seems to be running  an  understated campaign
·       Andrew McCullough—maybe the most signs to be seen of any candidate running—big and small.  They are everywhere, all types of buildings and he would seem to be running laps around Hoyt and Sargeant for the open seat.  Well funded campaign seems to be the favorite for the second council seat.
·       Whitney Hoyt—three signs observed.  Many people like her, but are concerned about the lack of campaign intensity.  Doesn’t seem like a fund raiser or someone who asks for support or endorsements.
·       Samantha Sargeant—lots of signs seen, but pretty much just in Gerstle Park.  She’s new to the political lineup and most visibility in her neighborhood.
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